
Welcome to 
Public Open House 

Sherbourne StreetSherbourne Street
Bike Lane Upgrades

Better Separation Between Bikes & Cars

Thursday, January 26, 2012
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School  
444 Sherbourne St



Background

• 1996 - bike lanes installed on Sherbourne Street

• July 2011 - City Council directed staff to proceed with detailed 
design and consultation to implement separated bike lanes in 
2012

• 2012/13 - road and water works scheduled for most of • 2012/13 - road and water works scheduled for most of 
Sherbourne Street

• 2012/13 - bike lanes upgrade works integrated with road works



Scope/Timing of work

Elm Avenue to Bloor Street
• No change to the existing bike lanes

Bloor Street to Gerrard Street
• 2012 no major road works – street level cycle track and localized 

surface repairs where needed
• Mountable curbs, flexible bollards (short poles) and painted buffers 

to separate bike and traffic lanes

Gerrard Street to Front Street
• 2012 road resurfacing – raised cycle track design• 2012 road resurfacing – raised cycle track design
• Separated by rolled curb with a painted buffer between cycle track 

and traffic lanes

Front Street to Lake Shore Boulevard
• 2013 road reconstruction – cycle track design

Lake Shore Blvd to Queens Quay
• 2013 Waterfront Toronto road reconstruction
• Bike lane to be designed in consultation with Waterfront Toronto



Sherbourne Street Context
• Only continuous cycling route from 

Bloor Street to the Waterfront
• Generally 12.2m wide - very narrow 

compared to separated bike lanes in 
other cities

• Two-way traffic volumes: 10,000 –
15,000 vehicles per day

• Two-way cycling Volumes: 1,100-1,500 
per dayper day

• Left turn lanes at most intersections
• 159 on-street parking spaces
• Bus service from Queens Quay to Bloor 

Street
• More than 1,100 Wheel-Trans stops 

every month
• On-street garbage collection



Cycle Track - Design Examples

Vancouver
Vancouver

Uni-Directional
One-way on each side of the road

Bi-Directional
Two-way on one side of the road

Vancouver

New York 

Ottawa

Montreal

Montreal

Sydney



Sherbourne:Uni- vs Bi-Directional Cycle Track
CRITERIA Uni-directional Cycle Track Bi-directional Cycle Tr ack 

SAFETY 

Cyclist conflicts with motor vehicles

Cyclist conflicts with buses at stops

Cyclist conflicts with other cyclists

Cyclist conflicts with pedestrians

CYCLING OPERATIONS 

Delay to Cyclists

Cyclist comfort and perceived safety

TRANSIT OPERATIONS

Changes to Bus Stops and Bus Stop Locations

Delay to Transit vehicles

TRAFFIC OPERATIONSTRAFFIC OPERATIONS

Delay to motor vehicles

Effect on vehicle travel lanes (mid-block)

Intersection complexity and familiarity

OTHER CITY SERVICES

Delay to Emergency Vehicles

Garbage pick-up activities

PARKING AND LOADING SPACES

Effect on number of parking  and  loading spaces 

OVERALL Preferred

Legend

Better Even Worse



Design Considerations - Overview

Separated bike lanes require more width than painted bike lanes  

The new designs proposed here would result in the following 
changes:

• The removal of most of the on-street parking from Sherbourne
StreetStreet

• Left-turns restricted at King Street and Shuter Street during the 
morning and end-of day rush hours

• The proposed designs maintain vehicle access to all driveways 
and laneways 

• The operations for TTC buses, Wheel-Trans, garbage collection 
and emergency services expected to remain similar to existing 
conditions 



Parking : Existing Vs Proposed



Parking : Existing Vs Proposed



Parking : Existing Vs Proposed



Delay to Transit and Motor Vehicles

Bike lane upgrades will not cause  significant changes to existing 
transit or motor vehicle operations

The potential to remove left turn lanes was analized for each 
intersection on Sherbourne Street.  It was determined that for most 
intersections, removing left turn lanes would result in significant transit 
and motor vehicle delays. 

Based on our study of traffic operations, City Staff propose the 
following modifications to Sherbourne Street:

• Exclusive left turn lanes on Sherbourne Street removed 
at Isabella Street, King Street and Shuter Street

• At Isabella Street, left turns will be permitted from 

Existing Proposed

• At Isabella Street, left turns will be permitted from 
through lanes at all times

• At King Street and Shuter Street, left turns will be 
permitted from through lanes at all times except peak 
periods

Legend

Weekday Peak Hour Overall Intersection Delays

Level of Service qualitatively describes intersection 
operation using a letter from A (best) to F (worst) to represent delay 

Level of Service A or B (Good – less than 20 sec delay)
Level of Service C or D (Acceptable – 20 to 55 sec delay)
Level of Service E or F  (Poor – Greater than 55 sec delay)

No Left turn at peak periods only

AM   PM



Transit and Motor Vehicle Travel Time
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• Generally, travel times along 
Sherbourne Street are 
expected to be similar to 
existing conditions

• Travel times in the AM and PM ���������	 • Travel times in the AM and PM 
peak hours are expected to 
increase by up to 3 minutes
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Mid-block – Existing and Proposed
Typical mid-blocks on Sherbourne Street are not wide enough to 

provide both parking and separated bike lanes

Existing Sherbourne Street  is 12.2 m with traffic, parking and painted bike 
lanes 

Proposed Sherbourne Street north of Gerrard Street

7.6m

(3.3m lanes with 0.5m buffers)

Proposed Sherbourne Street south of Gerrard Street

7.6m

(3.3m lanes with 0.5m buffers)



Intersections – Existing and Proposed
Typical intersections on Sherbourne Street are not wide enough to provide 

both left turn lane and separated bike lanes

Existing Sherbourne Street is 12.2 m wide with narro w traffic and bike lanes 

Proposed Sherbourne Street north of Gerrard Street

Proposed Sherbourne Street south of Gerrard Street



Cycle Track Cross-Sections

Raised Concrete Cycle Track Street Level Asphalt Cyc le Track



Street Level Cycle Track - Bloor to Gerrard

Mid-Block

Intersection – No Left Turn

Intersection – With Left Turn



Raised Cycle Track - Gerrard to Front

Mid-Block

Intersection – No Left Turn

Intersection – With Left Turn



Intersection Plan - Typical



Design Considerations – City Services

South of Gerrard St – Proposed curb

North of Gerrard St – Proposed curb

• A rolled curb will separate the bike lane from 
the vehicle lanes

• Bikes may enter and exit the cycle tracks

• Emergency vehicles and Wheel-Trans can 

Winter Bike Lane - Ottawa

access cycle track when required

• Garbage collection maintained as usual

• Cycle tracks will be maintained all year



Design Considerations – Transit Service

• Cycle track will be raised to sidewalk level at all bus stops and 
buses will stop in vehicle travel lane

• Cyclists will yield to passengers boarding and alighting the bus

• Pavement markings and signage will alert cyclists and transit 
users of the mixing area at all bus stops

Proposed Transit Stop Design
Sherbourne Street

Existing Transit Stop
Roncesvalles Avenue



Cycle Track at bus stop

North of Gerrard Street South of Gerrard Street



Consultation History

• Local Councillors: Councillor McConnell and Councillor Wong-Tam are aware 
of the design options and consultation

• Affected City Services, such as, TTC, Wheel-Trans, EMS/Fire, Solid Waste 
Collection, Toronto Parking Authority, Road and Traffic Operations are 
consulted

• Public Consultation
- Nov 4, 2011: 700 letters sent out to property owners and managers on the Sherbourne

Street corridorStreet corridor
- Nov 4 to Dec, 2011: City staff contacted and met concerned residents and businesses
- Dec 2011: City staff met cycling focus group to discuss design issues
- Jan 10 2012: letters sent out to 28,000 residents and business owners between Jarvis 

Street and Parliament Street from north of Bloor Street to the Waterfront inviting to 
Public Open House today, including all known Resident Associations and BIAs in wards 
27 and 28

- Feb 17 2012: last date to include public feedback in the design



Summary: Public Comments
Since November 2011, 50+ residents, business owners or property owners along 
Sherbourne Street provided comments to City staff via phone, e-mail or meetings. 

The following chart summarizes public input received till today.

Inquiring or concerned about winter maintenance

Concerned about aesthetics

Concerned about pedestrian safety

Inquiring or concerned about winter maintenance

Sherbourne residents who specifically say we …

Thinks project should extend north in to Rosedale

Worried about EMS / Fire access

Worried about access for disabled persons

Frequency of Comments

Say they support the upgrade of the bicycle lanes

Worried about property/ loading access

Interested in learning more about the design …

Doesn't like cyclists or bike lanes, believes no …

Concerns about restricting parking/ loss of parking

Concerns about the cost of the project

Thinks Sherbourne should be re-surfaced

Concerned about space for cyclists passing / …

Concerned about traffic congestion downtown

Inquiring or concerned about winter maintenance



Timelines / Next Steps

Timelines
• October 2011 - functional design started
• November 2011 - public consultation started and still on-going
• January 26 2012 - Public Open House

Next Steps
February 17 2012 – last date to provide public comments• February 17 2012 – last date to provide public comments

• February 29 2012 - refine and finalize functional design
• March 2012 - prepare and finalize detailed design
• Spring/Summer 2012 - start construction



Thank You!
We Want Your Feedback

Please provide comments before February 17, 2012 

Comment forms – are available at Public Open House Reception

Mailing Address:   Transportation Service

Cycling Infrastructure & ProgramsCycling Infrastructure & Programs
100 Queen St W, City Hall, 
22nd Floor East Tower
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2

E-mail: bikesherbourne@toronto.ca 24 hr. voicemail: 416-338-1066
Fax: 416-392-4808                                 TTY: 416-392-2974

www.toronto.ca/cycling/sherbourne


